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ACTION SS-45	LETTER TO UNDERSECRETARY FROM MINISTER LEFEVRE BEING . HE HAS ASKED THAT THIS INFORMATION BE HELD CLOSELY AND NOT BE COMMUNICATED TO OTHER EUROPEAN PARTICIPANTS .	LEFEVRE HAD A VERY HARD TIME AT THE RECENT BRUSSELS MEETING WITH BOTH THE BRITISH AND THE FRENCH . THE BRITISH, FOR EXAMPLE, INSISTED THAT THEY WILL BE FULL PARTICIPANTS IN WASHINGTON DURING DISCUSSIONS OF ‘POLITICAL ISSUES” BUT MUST BE CONSIDERED AS OBSERVERS DURING TECHNICAL CONVERSATIONS WITH NASA . MORE DIFFICULT ARE SIX NEW QUESTIONS WHICH WILL BE POSED IN THE LETTER WHICH LEFEVRE PERSONALLY CONSIDERS UNNECESSARY . HIS DISAPPOINTMENT WITH THESE QUESTIONS IS OUTWEIGHED, HOWEVER, BY HIS BELIEF THAT IT IS NECESSARY TO PROCEED WITH DISCUSSIONS “WHILE THE IRON IS HOT .” HE RECOGNIZES THAT THESE QUESTIONS ARE NOT IN LINE WITH FRUTKIN’S EXPRESSED DESIRE THAT WE NOT CONTINUE TO DISCUSS POLITICAL ISSUES .	 THE FIRST OF THE QUESTIONS HAD BEEN INSISTED ON BY THE FRENCH . THE DUTCH HAVE NOT AGREED TO THE LAST PHRASE IN THAT QUESTION BUT PHRASE LEFT IN OWING TO FRENCH INSISTENCE . LEFEVRE BELIEVES



THAT THE FRENCH WANT RESPONSES FOR THEIR OWN PURPOSES IN ORDER TO PUT PRESSURE ON OTHER EUROPEANS TO PROCEED WITH A EUROPEAN LAUNCHER PROGRAM . (SPAEY SOMEWHAT
SARDONICALLY TELLS US FRENCH ARE WILLING TO SPEND THE MONE Y
BUT DON'T WANT TO PARTICIPATE. BRITISH WA

NT TO PARTICIPATE BUT DON'T WANT TO SPEND THE MONEY. MINISTER BELIEVES BEST RESPONS E
TO FIRST QUESTION W OULD BE TO ASK WHAT WOULD BE YOUR RESPONSE UNDE R
SIMILAR CIRCUMSTANCES IF THE QUESTIONS WERE POSED TO YOU?

4. FIFRTH QUESTION HAS BEEN INSERTED AT GERMAN INITIATIVE.

5. LEFEVRE HOPES THAT THE US SIDE WILL NOT GET TOO IMPATIENT OVER THE POSING OF THESE QUESTIONS . HE POINTS OUT THAT SINCE THE COMING OF THE TALKS WILL BE COMPOSED OF A LARGER NUMBER OF COUNTRY REPRESENTATIVES, IT BECOMES MORE DIFFICULT TO LIMIT ARE

AS OF DISCUSSIONS. BELGIANS THEMSELVES WOULD NOT HAVE POSED THE QUESTIO

NS HAD THEY HAD ANY CHOICE. LEFEVRE WOULD, IN ANY EVENT, LIKE TO HAVE A SEPARATE MEETING BETWEEN THE UNDERSECRETARY AND HIMSELF . [WITH DR. SPAEY] TO DISCUSS THEIR PROBLEMS OUTSIDE OF THE PLENARY SESSION . HE SUGGESTED THE AFTERNOON OF FEBRUARY 10 .

6. LEFEVRE EXPECTS PARTY VISITING WASHINGTON TO CONSIST OF ABOUT NINE INDIVIDUALS REPRESENTING SEVEN DIFFERENT COUNTRIES OR AGENCIES .

7. WE WOULD LIKE TO EMPHASIZE AGAIN LEFEVRE'S DESIRE THAT HIS VIEWS NOT REACH ANY ONE OUTSIDE OF THE U .S. GOVERNMENT. A LEAK WOULD BE MOST EMBARASSING FOR HIM .
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